
MEETING MINUTES 
Village Of Glencoe 

Sustainability Task Force 
Tuesday, July 27, 2021– 7:00-9:00 P.M. 

 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
Chairperson Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 
 
The following Task Force members were physically present:  
Barney Gallagher, Chair 
Lisa Brooks 
Sandy Culver (7:14 p.m.)  
Linda Lin 
Catherine Procopi 
Larry Reilly 
Laurie Tuchman 
Jennifer Varela 
 
The following Task Force members were not present: 
Helyn Latham (excused) 
Hall Healy (excused)  
Peter Mulvaney, Vice Chair 
 
Also present were: 
Tina Hostert 
David Mau, Staff Liasion 
Rachel Overby, Sustainability Intern  

 
2. CONSIDERATION OF THE JUNE 29, 2021 STF MEETING MINUTES         

Upon a motion made by Mr. Reilly and seconded by Mr. Markus, the meeting minutes for 
June 29, 2021 were approved.  
 

3. WINTER LIBRARY WEBINAR PROGRAM PLANNING   
Ideas for the winter library webinar programs were discussed. Chairperson Gallagher gave 
some background and the group discussed ideas for programming. Ms. Lin explained that 
there is a limited number of programs for the fall Library program as the Friends of the Green 
Bay Trail group has already booked several programs and the Library feels that there is only 
an appetite for one “green” program per month. It was concluded that the GSTF should jump 
forward and finalize programs for the January-March 2022 quarter.  Two programs were 
settled on:  

1.) A program on biodiversity by Scott Stone an ecologist 
2. A program combining a presentation on solar panels and the evolution of electric 
vehicles. Mr. Reilly and Vice Chairperson Mulvaney are securing the speakers.    

 
For the final winter program, no idling was suggested by Chairperson Gallagher, and Mr. 
Reilly suggested that someone from a university/a professor talk about the mechanics behind 
it. The carbon reduction team will seek to find a speaker for this program.  
 
A discussion over the confusion/conflict in programing with the Friends of the Green Bay 
Trail resulted in Ms. Brooks’s suggestion of adding someone from the organization as a 



representative on the GSTF, and a few possibilities were suggested. Mr. Reilly will work with 
FGBT on that possibility.  
 

 
4. FRIENDS OF THE GREEN BAY TRAIL EVENT PLANS   

At the Green Bay Trail Day, GSTF members will educate people about what goes into the 
recycle and waste bins and why. Additional materials will be available about community 
solar and more.  There are two shifts for the event: one from 8:00-10:00 a.m. and one from 
10:00-12:00 p.m. GSTF members assigned to the early shift are Ms. Hostert, Chairperson 
Gallagher and Ms. Latham. GSTF members assigned to the later shift are Mr. Reilly, Ms. Lin 
and Ms. Tuchman. 
 

5. GAS POWERED LEAF BLOWER UPDATE     
Ms. Culver stated that while there were no major updates on gas-powered leaf blowers, the 
group wants to move forward with a “Leave the Leaves” campaign and educational outreach 
in September. Because the GSTF cannot schedule the program with the Library, the group 
decided to seek to partner with the Friends of the Green Bay Trail for a fall program, 
independent of the Library. The GSTF will try to secure a speaker on this topic. Assuming 
that the group can go forward on this, the group is considering sending a direct mail piece to 
the community to advertise it.   
 
 
PURPLE MARTIN PROGRAM/LEVERAGING THE HUMMINGBIRD     
The GSTF discussed ideas to leverage the Most Im-Peck-Able Bird project and the Ruby-
Throated Hummingbird which won the voting contest. Some ideas to promote biodiversity 
included a column inspired by Go Green Wilmette, where resident could ask sustainability 
questions in a “Dear Ruby” format. Creating and hanging lamp post banners featuring the 
Ruby-Throated Hummingbird were also suggested. Mr. Healy is also working on a large 
hummingbird figurine to draw attention at events such as the Farmer’s Market as well as 
creating a series of articles with an introduction and other articles about the environmental 
importance of other birds. 

 
6. WHAT ABOUT HEN HOUSES?       

TBD. 
 

7. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED)    
A. Carbon Reduction: Mr. Reilly suggested a topic for the alternative transportation blog post 

for August geared towards school children. Logistics for the Walk, Bike and Roll to 
School Program in the fall were also discussed. Additionally, the Village Glencoe was 
awarded a grant from the Powering Safe Communities Program (from the Mayor’s 
Caucus and ComEd) for a 2022 installation of 2 electric vehicle charging stations in the 
Village parking lot.  

B. Green Lawns: A Village ordinance regarding natural landscaping in residential yards was 
discussed. Mr. Mau explained that there is some latitude with lawns to create natural 
landscapes and that the ordinance was mainly concerned with excess growth and 
noxious weeds. 

C. Public Awareness: The Glencoe Farmer’s Market was discussed, which has been moved 
from 3:30-7:00 p.m. to 2:00-6:30 p.m. Ms. Hostert stated that the problem was that the 
entire market was slow and not just the GSTF’s booth. This raised the question if the 
GSTF presence at the market was worthwhile. It was determined that the group should 
only have the booth if there is a specific program that the group is seeking to promote 
such as the Leave the Leaves campaign in the fall. 



D. Recycling and Waste Reduction:. The Simple Recycling textile program was discussed, 
which was also undergoing a slow process, but there were still a fair number of orange 
bags out on the curb. The Terracycle program was also brought up for discussion. 
Chairman Gallagher reviewed the history including the problem around space for the 
Terracycle containers.  Dave Mau will follow up with Megan Olson on the status of this 
program. 

E. Chairperson Gallagher asked the working groups to review their action plans by the 
September meetings and make the necessary updates and adjustments.   

 
 

8. GLENCOE COMMUNITY BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED)      
 

A. Village: The Village staff liaison’s replacement was discussed.  
B. Library: Renovations are almost complete, and the Friends of Glencoe Library can 

start accepting books for donation again in August.  
C. School District: The blog, class project, and South School remodeling was discussed. 

The South School remodeling should be done soon, and Mr. Markus is looking into 
what the next school year will look like.  
 

9. OTHER BUSINESS        
 There was no other business brought before the GSTF.   
 
10. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME              

No public comments were received.  
 

11. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN          
Then there being no further business to come before the GSTF, a motion to close the meeting 
was made by Ms. Tuchman and seconded by Mr. Markus. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:42 p.m. 

 


